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introduction of which I could not conscientiously be
a party.

As I have said, I do not desire now to argue the
question, but I cannot help pointing out in passing
that both Forster and Bruce appear to have admitted,
what is to me perfectly obvious, that such an extension
of the Suffrage would involve a large redistribution of
Seats, that is a complete new Reform Bill, involving
questions of great magnitude and difficulty and tending,
needlessly as I believe, to divert the attention of Parlia-
ment from other and much more pressing matters.
For this I am not prepared.

I know that you will do me the justice to recognize
that in stating my opinion thus strongly I am only
repeating views to which I have already given ex-
pression, Forster wrote to me, while I was in France
this Spring at the time of the Crisis, to say that he had
shown you a letter which I had written to him with
reference to our resumption of office, and in which I
distinctly expressed my feelings with respect to the
extension of the County Franchise, and the fear which
I entertained that they were in opposition to your
views upon the subject. That letter was not written
with any idea that you would see it, although I am,
now especially, very glad that it was shown to you ;
but it is a clear proof that the decided abjection which
I feel to the policy inaugurated yesterday has not been
taken up hastily or without full and careful consideration ,
of the whole subject.

But this being so, in what position am I now placed ?
I find myself in opposition upon a question of first-rate
magnitude to the emphatically expressed opinion of
nay Chief* and to what is evidently hereafter to be the
policy of the Liberal Party.